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Editors Note

My area of specialization is an attempt to chronicle the “Postal Automation & Mechanisation”  
marks & Markings on Postal Articles .

My Special Thanks to Mr. Ashok Kumar Bayanwala ji  for his consent to use the illustration 
from his monograph on “Slogan Cancellations” of India.,
( published first in May 1982, almost 40 years ago.)
 
This is the ‘Bible’ we all grew up collecting “India Postal Slogan Marks”.

The purpose of the book is to illustrate ; in color ,with actual images of Covers & Cancellations 
used in India.
The Books have been  bifurcated as below
Part A. Slogan - Hand Stamps - Pre/Post
Part B. Slogan - Machine Cancellations - Pre (upto -1947) 
Part C. Slogan Post Independence has been divided in (4) chapters as following
            I.    1947-1959 
            II.   1960-1969
            III.  1970-1979
            IV.  1980-2020
Part D. Plain Machine Cancellations
Part E.  AMPC Machine Sorting Marks
Part F.  OCR Machine Sorting Marks
Part G. Meter Mark - Digital RFID 

This book is confirmed only to the 1st attempt of Pre-Independence ‘Machine’ Slogan 
Cancellation.

An appeal - to please do have a second look at your collection again , you may discover 
something new ...

In case you would to add to this listing ,
you may communicate the same to me ;
with Hi-Resolution images at my mail ID given below
Your effort & Images will be acknowledged appropriately.
This essays are always going to be work-in-program are newer varieties/variation are 
discovered.

Rajesh Pamnani
Email : rajesh_pamnani@hotmail.com.
Hyderabad .India
Date : 2022-08

Rajesh Pamnani
www.pamnani.info 
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Since about 1965, when I took to special Post-marks of India as hobby, I have faced many 
difficulties for want of literature on the subject.

This sideline of Indian Philately has remained severely neglected so far, through the use of 
Slogans and special postmarks have increased many folds.

Being a keen student of  this sidelines, I was surprised to know that even P & T Department has 
no systematic records to show as to when and where these cancellation have been used prior to 
1952. This led me to record all known slogans and special postmarks. During the course of my 
study, I have taken help from the bulletins of India Study Circle, London, and from my own 
collection. As there is no check-list on this subject till date, errors and omissions are likely  to 
occur in this book. I warmly welcome any suggestions, additions and alterations which will help 
me to improve my next edition.

In India, a particular slogan was issued from one post office only and sometimes another 
particular slogan was used throughout the country. When a slogan was used by different post-
offices, different size, spacing, letters and pattern were used, because in Pre-Independence era 
these slogans were not prepared at one time or place. I have tried to record all such types and 
subtypes where ever it has been found possible.

As slogans and special post-marks are found on used mails, it is very hard to get clear and clean 
specimen, from which photographs can be taken. Therefore, I have taken the help of an artist 
who has done tracing of all slogans and special post-marks. The artist has tried her level best to 
reproduce the exact slogan or post-mark but still, tracing is a reproduction of the original and not 
as prefect as a photo-copy.

Introduction

By A.K. Bayanwala

MACHINE STAMPED SLOGANS
This is the most popular method of applying slogans. 
The earliest known type was used in 1917. 
This method is used as cancellation, delivery post mark and also as supplementary post mark. 
This book excludes cancellation applied by hand.

HOW TO COLLECT SLOGANS:
A few years back it was advised that slogans should be collected by cutting them from cards or 
envelops otherwise they will become bulky. But recently the trend has changed. 
Now a slogan is collected and presented on entire cover or card etc. 
If slogan are collected on pieces it will not be possible to tell the date of use, in case of 
supplementary slogans.
These slogans represent postal history of the nation, this is why they should be collected on 
entire covers cards etc. 
Sometimes, error in these slogans post-marks are found, such as spelling mistakes, inverted date 
cancellation etc.      



Machine “Slogan” Cancellation of India 

Preface

Now, rather than leave it for the 'furture'; its the lure of the golden era of Postal history that 
attracts a philatelist to this field, and a lot has been done about it, but today has been left 
absolutely unexplored.
Its not necessary whatever events that have taken place in the 'past' is history, its also what’s 
happening today. 
Today, which you see; but which is usually ignored.
Isn't it better to record today what’s happening.
This listing is to provide  the modern collectors with details in colour & illustration of the 
slogans.
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Slogan Cancellation

“Dater Inverted / Slogan Normal”

Normal

“Slogan Inverted”

Errors & Varieties
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Different types of Daters used - (Code)

1. English(Single circle) - SCE

2.  English (Single circle)   Delivery - SCED

3. Bilingual (Without Pin codes) - BLNP

4. Bilingual (With Pin codes) - BLP

5. Square (English) - SQ(E)

6. Postage Prepaid in Cash - PPC

7. Special - SPL
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Slogan Cancellation
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English(Double circle) - DCE



Text in Cancellation Page no.Year (From) Year (To)SI.No

01

08
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17-19
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27
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31

1980

1981

1981 1985

1982

1983

1984

1984

1948

1949

1951

1985

1998

1998

1989

1991

1991

1994

1994

1994

1996

1996

1997

1997

1999
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07

08
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19
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24

24

Private Box Numbers Speed Delivery

REGISTRATION OF BIRTHS & DEATHS IS COMPULSORY

Pincode for Fast Mail

P&T. Department Wishes You Happy New Year

P.&.T. For Promptness Politeness and Progress

Fever I Get Tests For Malaria Treatment

Postage Prepaid in Cash

Speed Post Fast And Guaranteed

Be Indian Buy Indian (?)

Post is Near To All

Help Eradicate Tuberculos Use TB Seals

Speed Post  Guaranteed Delivery Service

Use Pin & Reach Faster.

Happy New Year

Post Local Mail In Green Letter Box

Greeting on Gandhi Jayanti

We Serve The Entire Nation

INPEX.97 MEIN MEXIMAPHILO KA ABOLOKAN KARE 
15-22 DECEMBER 1997  (Hindi)

Use Machineable Mail

INPEX.97 KE MADHYAM SE/BHARAT KI JANKARI/
15-22 DECEMBER

not cover

RHS (Postage Paid)

LHS (Postage Paid)

No logo  (Postage Paid)

1-14,1982

Index
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01/11/1981Bombay RMS

Slogan Cancellation
08
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OAL (Size)  : 60 x 20 mm

    Dater Type   : 

    Description  :   ‘3' Wavy lines

Slogan Text :        Machine :  English 

Latest DateDater Earliest DateBottomDater Details (Top)No

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

Type

1981



Slogan Cancellation

PINCODE FOR FAST MAIL
27JUN
I984

II AM
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OAL (Size)  : 60 x 20 mm

    Dater Type   : 

    Description  :   ‘3' Wavy lines

Slogan Text :        Machine :  English 

Latest DateDater Earliest DateBottomDater Details (Top)No

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

Type

1981

29/ /198107

27/06/1984

BG CITY STG OFFICE

SET-1Bangalore STG Office



Slogan Cancellation

I982

302001

1-14,1982
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OAL (Size)  : 60 x 20 mm

    Dater Type   : 

    Description  :   ‘3' Wavy lines

Slogan Text :        Machine :  English 

Latest DateDater Earliest DateBottomDater Details (Top)No

1.
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3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

Type
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Slogan Cancellation

HAPPY NEW YEAR
P&.T.DEPARTMENT WISHES YOU

I4
23
I983
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11

OAL (Size)  : 60 x 20 mm

    Dater Type   : 

    Description  :   ‘3' Wavy lines

Slogan Text :        Machine :  English 

Latest DateDater Earliest DateBottomDater Details (Top)No

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

Type

23/ /198311Ernakulam RMS

1983



Slogan Cancellation

I9 HRS

I984
23 PM

.
.
.

P.&.T.FOR PROMPTNESS
POLITENESS AND PROGRESS
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OAL (Size)  : 60 x 20 mm

    Dater Type   : 

    Description  :   ‘3' Wavy lines

Slogan Text :        Machine :  English 

Latest DateDater Earliest DateBottomDater Details (Top)No

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

Type

25/01/1984Ernakulam RMS

1984



Slogan Cancellation
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OAL (Size)  : 60 x 20 mm

    Dater Type   : 

    Description  :   ‘3' Wavy lines

Slogan Text :        Machine :  English 

Latest DateDater Earliest DateBottomDater Details (Top)No

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

Type

1984

04/09/1984Mysore



Slogan Cancellation
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1948

14

Latest Date

OAL (Size)  : 60 x 20 mm

    Dater Type   : 

    Description  : ‘P.P.’ RHS facing letterings

Slogan Text English :         Machine :  

23/02/1951

28/01/1952

23/06/1953

17/07/1972

26/10/1948

Tanjore

Airport Madras

Nagpur AIR

Coimbatore

Delhi 

Dater Earliest DateBottomDater Details (Top)
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3.
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6.

7.
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26 OCT
7 15 PM
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Slogan Cancellation
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Latest Date

OAL (Size)  : 60 x 20 mm

    Dater Type   : 

    Description  : ‘P.P.’ LHS  facing letterings   

Slogan Text English :         Machine :  

24/05/1949
08/01/1950

08/04/1950

Poona City

Raipur

Nagpur

Bangalore ?

Dater 

In Red Ink

Earliest DateBottomDater Details (Top)

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

Type
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7 15 PM
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P
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Type I Type II Type III



Slogan Cancellation
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1951

16

OAL (Size)  : 60 x 20 mm

    Dater Type   : 

    Description  : ‘P.P.’ logo removed

Slogan Text English :         Machine :  7 
6 45 PM
I95I
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NG . F P . OL
A

C
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26 OCT
7 15 PM

I948

P
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S
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G
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P
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6 45 PM
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Type I Type II Type III

Latest Date

12/09/1956

07/02/1951

Mumbadevi

Cal.Fgn.Po.

Dater Earliest DateBottomDater Details (Top)

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

Type



Slogan Cancellation
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I95I

29 SEP

BM AO Y

B POSTAGE
PREPAID IN CASH

1951 1955

17

OAL (Size)  : 60 x 20 mm

    Dater Type   : 

    Description  : ‘3' Wavy lines 

Slogan Text English :         Machine :  

Latest DateDater Earliest DateBottomDater Details (Top)

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

Type
Bombay R.M.S. 29/09/1951



Slogan Cancellation
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1951 1955

18

OAL (Size)  : 60 x 20 mm

    Dater Type   : 

    Description  : ‘3' Wavy lines 

Slogan Text English :         Machine :  

Latest DateDater Earliest DateBottomDater Details (Top)

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

Type
Bombay R.M.S. 29/09/1951
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Slogan Cancellation
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II JLY

I985
POSTAGE

PREPAID IN CASH

19

OAL (Size)  : 60 x 20 mm

    Dater Type   : 

    Description  :   ‘3' Wavy lines

Slogan Text :        Machine :  English 

Latest DateDater Earliest DateBottomDater Details (Top)No

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

Type

1985

11/07/1985Bombay R.M.S.



Slogan Cancellation
20

OAL (Size)  : 60 x 20 mm

    Dater Type   : 

    Description  :   ‘3' Wavy lines

Slogan Text :        Machine :  English 

1989
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Latest DateDater Earliest DateBottomDater Details (Top)No

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

Type

17/07/1989Bangalore

Be Indian Buy Indian (?)
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Slogan Cancellation
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21

OAL (Size)  : 60 x 20 mm

    Dater Type   : 

    Description  :   ‘3' Wavy lines

Slogan Text :        Machine :  English 

Latest DateDater Earliest DateBottomDater Details (Top)No

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

Type

1991

2IAUG

I99I
I I 30HRS

“POST IS

NEAR TO ALL”

INDRAPRASTHA H.O. 21/08/1991



Slogan Cancellation
1991 1955

29/11/1991Madras APSO

 © Rajesh Pamnani 2022 www.pamnani.info                                

OAL (Size)  : 60 x 20 mm

    Dater Type   : 

    Description  :   ‘3' Wavy lines

Slogan Text :        Machine :  English 

Latest DateDater Earliest DateBottomDater Details (Top)No

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

Type

ERADICATE TUBERCULOS

USE TB SEALS

I99I
29 NOV

I - AM

HELP

22



Slogan Cancellation

15/12/1993 15/12/1997

19/07/1994

06/10/1994 06/10/2000

Richmond Town S.P.O.

Khairatabad H.O.

Indira Nagar S.P.O.

560025

560038

560038

09.10.94-16

USE PIN
&

REACH FASTER
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23

OAL (Size)  : 60 x 20 mm

    Dater Type   : 

    Description  :   ‘3' Wavy lines

Slogan Text :        Machine :  English 

Latest DateDater Earliest DateBottomDater Details (Top)No

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

Type

1994



Slogan Cancellation
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HAPPY
NEW YE AR

I994
I9 JAN
9 HRS30
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24

OAL (Size)  : 60 x 20 mm

    Dater Type   : 

    Description  :   ‘3' Wavy lines

Slogan Text :        Machine :  English 

Latest DateDater Earliest DateBottomDater Details (Top)No

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

Type

1994

19/12/1994

14/02/1998

Bombay

Delhi

560025



OAL (Size)  : 60 x 20 mm

    Dater Type   : 

    Description  :   ‘3' Wavy lines

Slogan Text :        Machine :  English 

Latest DateDater Earliest DateBottomDater Details (Top)No

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

Type

Slogan Cancellation
1994

26/09/1994New Delhi H.O.

25

POST LOCAL MAIL
IN  GREEN

LETTER BOX

I994
26SEP



OAL (Size)  : 60 x 20 mm

    Dater Type   : 

    Description  :   ‘3' Wavy lines

Slogan Text :        Machine :  English 

Latest DateDater Earliest DateBottomDater Details (Top)No

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

Type

Slogan Cancellation
1996

24/07/1994Delhi

WE SERVE THE
ENTIRE NATION

I996

24JLY

25
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Slogan Cancellation
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1996 1955

OAL (Size)  : 60 x 20 mm

    Dater Type   : 

    Description  :   ‘3' Wavy lines

Slogan Text :        Machine :  English 

Latest DateDater Earliest DateBottomDater Details (Top)No

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

Type

GREETINGS - ON

GANDHI - JAYANTI
I996

2 NOV
I4 00HRS

 ां�ा
ब

04 0050

26



Slogan Cancellation
1997 1955
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OAL (Size)  : 60 x 20 mm

    Dater Type   : 

    Description  :   ‘3' Wavy lines

Slogan Text :        Machine :  English 

27



I998

5 NOV SPEED POST
GUARANTEED DELIVERY SERVICE
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28

OAL (Size)  : 60 x 20 mm

    Dater Type   : 

    Description  :   ‘3' Wavy lines

Slogan Text :        Machine :  English 

Latest DateDater Earliest DateBottomDater Details (Top)No

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

Type

Slogan Cancellation
1998

16/05/1997

05/11/1998

New Delhi STG

New Delhi



09/10/1998Bombay

SPEED POST

FAST AND GUARANTEED
I998

1 OCT

-
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29

OAL (Size)  : 60 x 20 mm

    Dater Type   : 

    Description  :   ‘3' Wavy lines

Slogan Text :        Machine :  English 

Latest DateDater Earliest DateBottomDater Details (Top)No

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

Type

Slogan Cancellation
1998



I999
JUN
26 USE MACHINEABLE MAIL

4000
9
9
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30

OAL (Size)  : 60 x 20 mm

    Dater Type   : 

    Description  :   ‘3' Wavy lines

Slogan Text :        Machine :  English 

Latest DateDater Earliest DateBottomDater Details (Top)No

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

Type

Slogan Cancellation
1999



A BOUQUET OF PHILATELIC ARTICLES

1941: As last, but with view of temple as in the 1939 issues. English version only. Printed in Green. It reads 
“VISIT RATHA JATRA AT PURI from 26th June 1941”.

The labels illustrated and described are in my collection. It may well be that labels in other languages and for 
other years were also issued. I would appreciate information from readers.

Before concluding, I wish to record that the bilingual slogan issued by the Postal Department on Rathajatra 
day, 29th June 1976, which reads “GREETINGS FROM & T/ON RTAHAJATRA DAY”. My example shows 
a pre-issue, which is evident from the Cuttack Postmark of 19.4.76. It appears that the Cuttack Postmark of 
19.4.76. It appears that the slogan was issued by mistake in April 1976 and, when advised, the department 
withdrew the slogan and issued it officially on 29.6.1976.

I believe this to be the only recorded pre-issue slogan cancellation.

By  Ashok Kumar Bayanwala
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Slogan Cancellation
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(Q & A) Answer to Questions in the book

Q1. When is the earliest recorded use of an Indian Cancellation Machinery?
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Other essays... coming soon, Please check at our website - www.pamnani.info

The author retains sole copyright to his contributions to this book.

“Machine” Cancellation of India
Part D- (Plain) Machine Cancellation of India
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Part E- AMPC Machine Sorting Marks


