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Millions of Muslims in India (and across the world) celebrate their biggest religious festival Eid-al-Fitr,
which marks the ¢nd of the holy month of Ramadan

1

Eid-al-Fitr celebrates the conclusion of the 2% or 30 dayvs of fasting during the entire month of Ramadan,
when peeple refrain from eating, drinking, and smoking from dawn 1o dusk, Peeple break their st in the
evening with light a meal known as [ftar. {ftar parties in modern times are social events, invalving family
and friends and are gaining immense popularity especially amongst the urban milicu
Ini Inclia, the night betore Eid is called Chaoand Rear (Night of the Moon), and people visit baze
for Eld shopping. Women and girls adorn their hands with henng and don colourful bangles
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The first fortnight of Ramadan at Charminar, Hyderabad

Ramadan, the holiest month of the [slamic lurar calendar, is when devout Muslims refrain from all food, Pholo © Rajesh Paninani
drink or sex during daylight hours and focus on devation and good works
The Muslim festival of Eid-al-Fitr is then celebrated at the end of Ramadan,
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A Kashmiri Muslim prays inside the Jama Mosque in Srin
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The word .B'?m!u ariginates from Bonam which means Bhojanam or Meal in Telegu, and (s an offering to
Goddess Mahakali. Acrass Telangana, people perform pajos for the goddess as a thanksgiving for the
fulfillment of vows. The festival takes place In Ashoado Masam, in Jul-August each vear

Bonalu dates back to 1813 to the Hydembad and Secundermbad regimentil bazaarn, which was witness to
i breakout of the plague, claiming thousands of lives. A military battalion that was deployed at Ujjain at
the time was concerned for the safety of their family and friends back home and offered pravers to
Goddess Mahakali vowing to install heridol in Secunderabacd. 1t is believed that thelr pravers were
answered and the spread of the disease was halted. Upon their return, the military battalion installed
the goddess's idol by offering her Bonalu.

Photo i) Rajesh Panusani This woman appeared enchanted and in a trance whild praying to the Goddess, acing the temple. while other
worshipping women walked past her. It seemed as if she had successhilly establishod 3 WiF] conpection with the Goddess
and was i a deep communication vith the almighty.
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