British Postal Mechanisation
1860 Address Simplification Codes

Implementation

Rowland Hill had suggested this strategy of dividing a large city into postal districts in 1837 when the
population of London was already a sizeable 1.9 million.

His v Losfiom Paital, DistRICTS AR E-dl'ﬂlm.

Early map of
central London districts and
sub districts

A first effort toward rationalization
of addresses was made in 1856 with

.l . .
the announcement of District
| o ekl L ety Codes.
I L TR G o e o | These codes were intended to

facilitate a narrowing down of the
location of an address in London.

ll"r\ Scan of an 1856 Postmaster General release
‘] announcing
(\ District Codes and the assignment of district
letters.

Sl | District Codes Announcement
The following additional information may prove useful.+
TABLE OF DISTRICTSE
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Nﬂ M’HI W -n.+“r--u-+l-----+-u.¢q E-
m Mﬁ-d-p“uh..n-..H.-.u.-u.n...-na-
m n“ m 'mﬁinlllﬂhlllﬂl -El
&-‘m m L R L N e T T Ty H\.
Somth Wesbern DEtEet. ..o o menass 5w,
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1861, London EC (Feb 13), Local Mail Al e Bilbbion b b i ok i

("E.C.” written at the base of the letter * mm w will be fosd a1 p. 9 aod 40 oF the-
to help faster delivery) of the
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British Postal Mechanisation
1860/1929/1922

Address Simplication
Representation of London Town (in different Periods)

The origin of the idea of the Post Code can be seen in the progressive district code examples presented.

London W (1860)

only “W’shown.

= |
i
! Local Envelope to London ‘W,
l W = Western District
|
|

o
é} London SW1 (1929)
‘_

Swl =
South Western

District

Envelope from
Glasgow EDO to
London SWI.
(District Code
SW1)

SN

London EC4 (1922)

Ec4 =
Eastern Central District
No 4

Envelope from London
W to London E.C.4
(Local delivery - Ec4
compadd code EC4)

— e

In 1916 sub-districts were assigned a number to help sorters more easily differentiate location.
Therefore, the compass code evolved, for example, to E1; E2 or E3 replacing London E.
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British Postal Mechanisation

1959

The Norwich (NOR) Trial Postcode

Address Simplication

The Luton trials provided many lessons for the Post Office Development team to consider but most
importantly, the concept of placing a phosphor bar code on an envelope and then using, that code to
route the letter to a destination box was shown to be practical.

wogp e 7\ \
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NORWIGH IS THE ONLY CITY
IN THE WORLD . . .

ey fumid s ave i by The pabilicy
ey e ol ave sl e oorres by moclings.

WHY if NDRWICH DIFFERENTY

The Piai e W cpeamentnig @ Morech wah &
Aew iechnique Se soring lnser, The s i i st
them eniedy aolmaicslly, This aim will s b
chitevel nvarnight - fng wd atienl reeash will be
mncessdry - and U will never be schieved @ Ml unles
the public belp by using pol ods = par af e
wormal prsal addeess,

WHAT i5 A POSTAL CODET

Sorwick pracal oodes cwmsiee of six chamrrers P
sapiml lesmre, o vpore, the v fipere and s sapinl
Jatiwr, &g, NOR 881 Frery Moresh addrees b i
wen el

WHAT DOES A POSTAL DODE
REPRESENT?

Tike, for sessmgle, ihe code MO g1 The “NOR
s this Linde eepeesenn the st sown “RONWICHT
end il HELT reprocan e fese “Nes Noad”
The ode “HOR Jil" therslure spresesn fhe
aldres “hoew Woad, NORWICH"

WHO USES POSTAL CODES?

Proital omabes have bien given o all boxines Sooses,
firma sed sesideans whe heve & Noreich poicil addeess.
Thme pessple have oo mied 10 include the poml
onde whenrwar they s oalled wpon o give thair
wilidrems 0 thai ihew correvpondem cam e di wihen
replying.

HOW ARE POSTAL CODES SHOWN ON

NOTEPAPER AND ENVELOPEST

Ai the faxi e of the povisl sddres o the hesd ol
papar mmd mn {opes. The il e

show bosw fhe Bules shaull appess.

HOW YOU CAN HELP

AF i aie o jesedoni b the Morwlch pustal srvs pew
liel by aluags including your potal ende an the b
ling ol pirser deddinend it oy making 3 insr coorrpnpuesdenin
m include 18 code o 18 sddics oo the eovelnpe
whies they wens 1o yos.

Mot whestar o mern oo 1 in i aess sou o all
help by enmring thar when you send Jniem o espone
i the yres wmz moiade the ponm oode in the sdidress
rm the erewinpr.

Publicity Leaflet (Scan) used during promotion

I yenr sddres = in che Morwich pevel ares ami
pou e ot been greem 8 pemial cdde o o Jidve
{nmgiten bt pletss telepiene Morwich 45940 or w2z 1a

The Maesd Portmaster,
Huad Post OMice,
Frince of ‘Wales Enad,
HORWICH,
Marfalk.
HOR A,

QUESTIONS OFTE
ASKED ABOUT <7
POSTAL CODES

ke & A mecsiniry f mcliale Wonfeld a0 Nersiod
fevtn! afidern

ll:mm-mlﬂnnmlrlrlnlhr-mlnh:—ldn
wisentisl for lonen. pusied in wehéy pars of the
ermniry i imshids Wbl W help e sanes. D
selecr the sul of Marwich kuep being ses oo
jowm with sl aimila nunes - Heswich,
Harwich, Nordwich

Q) i st s ol e gl
ln-r higiguag o Grep dows poal charpes. 0 the

Fpermmanl v 8 veoorss we om mhe full advanmgs
of our sew alecommc wenng machines

The Postmaster General announced, on July 28, 1959 that Norwich would be chosen for a trial of a

prototype National Postcode structure.

1962 - Slogan Post Mark - “Norwich /Address /Needs /Post Code”

Norwich at this time had eight electromechanical SPLSMs in operation.
These were configured to allow the operator to input the Incoming NOR code.
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British Postal Mechanisation

Address Simplication

1967 Public Awarness of the National Postcode

The General Post Office (GPO) began a long promotional campaign on 3 July, 1967 announcing the
expansion of the post code. The letter explains the need to use the codes, A supply of labels, shown at
bottom, was included and the public encouraged to apply them to outgoing mail.

comes to

London W.1.

Please molude the Postal Code
in my address when rephying

This is my Postocode
Piease add it as the iast line
cf my address when replying

This 15 my Postcode
Please add it as the tast line
of my address when raplying

Examples of Postal Code
notification gummed
labels used for notification

¥ i_a-;"ﬁﬂ{-

YOUR CORRCET Fu DAL 1 )

nRES Hh"ll .‘.\‘I‘-\:.Hg 5}-_4

! i £ AOVISE " : -
| LEAD TU L i UL size reduced 75%
— [ SEN _ 1 _ i
Mrs. A. E. Merehall,
J’lf.':fi::'l':i i'li"TTﬂ,.
Boare Heed, _
: ; _ il 5 M
=T . TEEEEETY ,
SupEex.
NG T

Uckfieyg Bx

Examples of Postal Address Correction “Hand Stamp” used in Lewes, Sussex (1966)



British Postal Mechanisation Post Code Implementation
Postcode Publicity Slogans

Throughout the 1970s and 1980s, ‘postcode’ slogans often featured on postmark slogans to raise public
awareness. Below are three examples.

(1968)

tlL

(1979)
MANCHESTER

MECHANISED
LETTER OFFICE

| DON'T JUST
F POST T -
| cobeiT! =

MNew Publicity Slogan

(1982)

ﬁ"’l/”lllllllll’l’ (1990)

pos*rcoaé'w =

L

B HuvavesHuaR) .
Rupn Soctery . we. |

off .A.C. SodETY |

KOLAWAD  RoAaD |

RAIKOT. 3G 000S, qu;ﬁ.ﬂ_m e

TNDTA .

/

4 |

’ X -'1-'5/ KIRTiResd . MEUTA .
: y 3

/

/

WSV RQNS

Red Ink, Posted at Bristol/(B-Dater), on 31" May 1990
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1979
(1)
CROYDON
MECHANISED
LETTER OFFICE
Publicity Siogan
(2)
E
3)

Post Code Implementation
MLO Announcement & Postcode Slogans

CROYDO!

b=t a mechanic
L atter Othoe

: PLEASE
USE POSTCODES

n.E. Hommel. gacratary .
paaders’ uma.of the U.K. &
aa.(18% Flnuru’lrelmd.
suraat,

Fur
hivervank H
67. Upper rhamas

%l

W. KINGSHOTT & CO. LTD.

Bullders and Contractors
HASLEMERE,

Wessrs.B.P.01i1 Limiiad.

EF 0il Ltd.,

Horth Eaet Ind. Acs
Box 15

Hemel Hempstezd,
Herts., HF1L 1IR

4

SURREY

e ———

N N N -I

(Team 12)

(1) Croydon (01.2.1979), (2) Bournemouth (08.3.79), (3) Guildford (03.5.79), (4) Leeds M.L.O. (09/5/79)
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British Postal Mechanisation Cancelling Machine
1869 Mechanical Cancellor - A Historical Perspective

Other aspects of Postal Mechanisation that have taken place outside the sorting office include.

1. Mechanical Cancelling Machine 3.Meter Franking 5. Horizon Label
2. Automatic letter stamping Machines 4. “Frama” Stamps 6. Smart & Bar Coded Stamp

Early Mechanical Cancelling Machine - Pearson Hill Stamping Machine 1869

1869 A covers to London bearing 1d reds
These were cancelled on the Pearson Hill stamping machine, which was introduced to Manchester in

August 1865 and an improved model appeared in March 1868 known as the Parallel motion machine.

Early Mechanical Cancelling Machine - Hoster Stamping Machine

ALE UNIYERSELLE
UNION POST St 7

POST CARD—GREAT BRITAIN & IRELANDy
(GRANDE BRETAGNE ET IRLANDE) \\ 55
o .

THE ADDRESS OWLY TO BE WRITTEN ON THIS &

/’C/g-wpw {89}1; *‘/’t/&m;& _H:h.;
= Jbﬁ%@é%
%a%

1885

In 1882/3 trials of German machines developed by Loffelhardt and Haller were conducted by the
British Post Office. In 1884, Mr Hoster produced a machine based on these machines. The card below

has the later (larger)version of 1885.
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British Postal Mechanisation
1939/53

Mechanical Cancelling Machine ( Used during Transorma Era.)
Universal Cancelling Machine- Two different examples of usage.

Messrs Errinston & Martin.
South Hackney,

London, *

Cancelling Machine
Universal Cancellor - Egg Head & Transorma Idents

‘Egg Head’ Labels
issued by vending
machine ; authorised
as Postage Stamps

1'4d (20z) was the
standard rate for
mailing letters uptill
Ist May 1940.

Letter Posted from Epsom/Surry on 4th April 1939 to London E9 .Postage 1d Paid , single letter rate was1'4d

Poached egg labels were one of three types of experimental labels sold in 1936 by mistake in place of
coil postage of Great Britain. People had obtained specimens of these labels from vending machines
dispensing adhesive postage stamps. This fact created a problem for the Post Office Department.

The errors of selling labels in place of stamps. All these labels have been sold by error to the public; the
people should have received halfpenny postage stamps, and since the post office has been paid for
them they were all allowed to pay for postage.(1/2 d Value as indicated in cover above)

. 3 PUSSY'S . BUICHER
BRIGHTON, SUSSEX.

Small Numeral ‘23’
This example:
11 May 1953

Ident “23”
‘_

2'.d (20z) was the standard rate for mailing letters from 1st May 1952.
Local delivery letter from Brighton (11/5/1953)
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British Postal Mechanisation
1991

Cancelling Machine
Cancelling Machine Trial

During 1991, a German Klussendorf stamp cancelling machine was trialled at London SE MLO on 1st
and 2nd class paid mail. The trial started on 5 February 1991 and used pink fluorescent ink.

LONDON S.E.D.O.

MECHANISED
LETTER OFFICE

Klussendorf Cancelling Machine
Trial 1991

Mr J.L.L.Burgess
18 Pigott Road
WOKINGHAM

Berks.

RG11 1PY

PHECIER

PMSC Cover, Klussendorf ‘2nd Paid’ cancel,
London Sel - 21st May 1991.

/ 3 2

|GET THROUGH TO SOMEONE NOW, |
. USETHEPAYPHONE AT '
" MiAiN POIT OFFICES __,,f

Following some early internal development trials that took place between 1986 and 1991, the Post
Office produced a prototype stamp cancelling machine fitted with a droplet-on-demand ink jet printer.
The first trial involving live mail was carried out at Gloucester MLO using a BT slogan in November
1993 when approximately 800,000 items were cancelled.

The machine was transferred to Darlington in December 1993 where a trial of self-adhesive stamps

was taking place. Trials of this SCM also took place at Birmingham, Milton Keynes and Swidon in
1994.
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British Postal Mechanisation Cancelling Machine
1995 1JP Stamp Cancelling at London FS.

IJP cancel in re ink, applied at London F.S., dated 15 Feb 1995

ROYAL MAIL
LONDON
FOREIGN SECTION B WK ERach
Hasslocher Strasse 18
Ink Jet Printed D-3012 LANGENHAGEN
| Postmark i Germany

During August 1994, a culling machine (known as the ‘chip fryer’) was installed at London Forei
Section to segregate / face machineable mail.

At the beginning of 1995, two Ink-jet printers were fitted to this machine, enabling it to be used as
stamp cancelling machine.The machine was capable of printing a variety of different cance
including ‘pre-paid cancels’ and Postage Paid Impressions (PPIs) on overseas-destined mail.

ROYAL MAIL
SWINDON
MAIL CENTRE J.L.L.Burgess
. ! 18 Pigott Road
First Day of Trials of WOKINGHAM
Pitney Bowes Ink-Jet Berks
printed cancellation RG40 1PY

to cancel bulk stamp mailings.

it was unable to meet the speed requirements.
The example below shows an example from this short-lived trial.

y d
s,

Forashortperiod, in January 2004, a trial took place at Swindon to evaluate the use of an Ink Jet printer

The printer used was manufactured by Pitney Bowes and was similar to the one used for meter
franking. Although the result produced very clear cancels, the trial was deemed unsuccessful because

F5 -
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British Postal Mechanisation

Postage Paid - Cancels by Machine

1912 Automatic Prepaid Stamp Machine

Wilkinson Machine - Postage Paid ‘Early Meter’ Postmark

Between 1909 - 1926, Mr. F. Wilkinson of Braintree, England, attempted to sell the British Post Office

his ‘Stampless Post Machine’, which was infact a Self-Postmarking, coin-operated device...

The mailer inserted a Pence-Coin and his/her letter/cover into the machine. A handle was turned twice
whereupon a postage paid stamp-marking was applied to the cover, which was retained in the machine.

Apostal clerk would retrieve the mail at daily intervals and apply a time-dated handstamp.

The only formal trial for the machine took place between 25 January - 31 August 1912 at the London
E.C. Post Office. However, the machine was not adopted by the Post Office, Albelt this trial could be

considered a forerunner for later Postage Meter Machines and related trials.

T #Mallorough,

fosle, Resltin s
@#ﬁmﬁm lamb.
@Eufaﬂ,mjhfml p

Used from 25/Jan/12to 31/Aug/12 at GPO London EC.

First Meter Mark to appear in GB was in 1924

Red-Maroon
Sept’ 2012

USE WINDOW ENVELOPES
AND STOP ADDRESSING

:: SEND FOR SAMPLES ::

/_

"

“After the first World War, bulk users of the post were introduced to a method of prepament by meter

markings.

The system was accelerated by the approval for over seas usage by the UPU at the Madrid congress of

1920"

Used from 12th Jul 1929, West Bromwich, England

F5 -
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British Postal Mechanisation
1984

Self Service - Kiosk Machines Farma Stamp

FIRST DAY OF 199t
SOUTHAMPTON

! My e

Royal Mail
Postage label

Royal Mail First Day Cover

The advantage of a
system to prepay by
labels by dispensing
machine was introduced
in 1984.

There were variable
value labels printed on
phosphor coated paper.
The value on the label
could be suited to the
customer needs.




British Postal Mechanisation Post Office Counter Automation
2002 onwards Horizon Labels

Royal mail started a new postal label at PO counter for specific postal service, by Inkjet printers.
Label size 59x65 (with four straight 30mm slit)

[ Rozal Mail

& POSTAGE PAID K
e MOS0 B33 WAL
1042 25180741

A'S. Mittal
Mittal Stamp Co Royal Mail' Gt Brtan
;,/? PO Box 253 signedfor

insao ™R
N S i

Rl 2837 8505 2GB Sig rea
RI 2837 8505 2G5
 SIGNATURE ON DELIVERY

—_— -

Plain white label used on a ‘Signed for International’ mail to India on 8th May 2004 from Cheshire
(Wal4),GB.

Abbreviated Service Indicator 2015-22. FP=Fully Paid
A circular single use pre cancel positioned bottom right.
The new design has a machin head on a ‘Royal Mail’ wavy line background.

N BY AIR MAIL

par avion

Ro ¥ al Mail

Used from West Midlands(CV6)/ to India 27" May 2021
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British Postal Mechanisation

1994 /2020

Post Office Counter Automation
Cancelling Machine - Postage Paid-Comparison

Ink Jet Printed Postage Paid Impression from Swindon APC 26 Aug 1994

ROYALMAL |

ROYAL MAIL

SWINDON
Ink Jet

Printed Postage
Impression

PMEC 203

SWINDON APC  26-AU61394

| PosTAGE PADD

Mr.J.L.L.Burgess
18 Pigott Road
Wokingham

Berks

RG11 1FY

HORIZON Label - Printed Postage Paid Impression 20 Jul 2020

SANDAFAYARE LTI,
EGERTON COURT ;

HAlG ROAD
PHRKG’F&T&}
KNUTS FORD,
CH&H@R&{
WALl DX .

1L

Royal Mai

Lb

it

203939 1-3302273

Horizon Label Used on “Signed For” post in GB 20" July 2020

F5 -
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British Postal Mechanisation
2022

Digital Era
Bar Coded Stamp

| Celebrating Royal Mail Barcodes

44 pnit 2022

Empire Cowvers
Pall Mak
Londan S 1Y

Barcoded stamps were first introduced in the UK by Royal Mail in February 2022 in a bid to make
deliveries safer and more efficient for customers. Royal Mail stated at the time that the move towards

barcodes would open up possibilities for “new innovative services”.

[ Ta—p—

non-barcoded sta

PR i e R
T 5T JABnEETY raea

L Or swap them out
o aow baceded ent

e T e PR TR 8 STl P e s

M
J

Vi L
29 Foavadh Use.
Re daorth,
(N oacaass-
NGLF OKL

Used from SE Wales / to New Castle 10" October 2022
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Our Sincere
Apologies

Dear Customer

| am sorry that the enclosed item, addressed to you, has been damaged
whilst in our care, Although we do all we can to prevent such damage,

it does occasionally occur.

If you think any of the items are missing or damaged, you can obtain the
form ‘Lost, damaged or delayed Inland mail’ by phoning your local
Customer Service Centre on 08457 740 740 (all calls charged at local rates)
or from Post Office® branches and we will arrange for investigations

to be made.

For more information please refer to Royal Mail's Code of Practice
booklet, your guide to our service standards.

Please accept our apologies for any inconvenience caused.
Yours sincerely

Customer Service Manager

Telephone: 08457 740 740

1 — I H
oual | -!“-ﬂ.]l

L =

WARNING
PLASTIC BAGS CAN BE DANGEROUS - TO AVOID
DANGER OF SUFFOCATION KEEP THIS WRAPPER
AWAY FROM BABIES AND CHILDREN

Ambulance Cover

T -
el Jammed
= in Machine

A cover posted at
York Mail Centre;
damaged while going
through the

‘AF’ Machine

Royal Mail is a trading name of Royal Mail Group plc. Registered in England and Wales.
Registered number 4138203, Registered office at 148 Old Street, London, EC1V 9HQ.

During the transit of covers, through a mechanised mail office.

Itis often possible that the cover can get damaged a stuck between mechanised elements of the machine.

On inspection, such covers are adequately taped for further journey.



