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In the middle of March 1986, two letters arrived at my address from
members of the India Study Circle who, unknown to each other, and 12,500
miles apart, sought information on their respective cover and cards with
different "Meter Marks' (1 & 2 in above illustration). These members were
Peter Walsham of Bristol (U.K.) and Allan Downes of South Australia.

It is not unusual for some frustrated members, and non-members too,
occasionally to write to me for information on some facet of India's Postal
History because they 'cannot find anything on the subject in the ISC's
records'. Such omissions can be speedily remedied when the Collector and
the Researcher unite and co-operate with each other to this end and
for the benefit of their Society. And so, what began in March 1986 reached
its completion by the publication of this article now before you. This is

what it is all about.

During the British-India period (1922-1947, three different makes
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of Franking Machines were used, namely (1) the Automatic Frankiﬁg used by a
few European firms in Calcutta in 1922, to be followed in 1923 by (2) the
Universal Franking, which was followed in due course by (3) the Neo-Post

in 1928.

The P.0. Dept., having the sole monopoly for levying rates of
postage on Letter and Parcel Mails, would not allew any person, Firm,
Company or Government Dept. to encroach on its preserves, and for any
private or official "Party to stamp and/or register articles of the Letter
or Parcel Mails on their own premises must get permission from the P.O.
Department to do so.

The P.0. Dept., having had no experience of Franking Machine
usage, since only four machines had been imported in 1922 from New Zealand,
nevertheless had had years of experience with European Firms since 1827 on
the system of registering letters by such Firms on their own premises then
sending them recorded in the Firm's Register Book under a 'Four Divisional'
system - by which was meant that Local Letters, 'Country' Letters, 'Ship"
Letters and 'Packet' Letters must be separately entered in their respective
Register Books. By 'Country' Letters was meant 'Inland' which, with
'Ship' and 'Packet' became the modern 'Foreign Post'.

The European firms, having received permission to use their Franking
Machines in their own premises, were obliged to open three separate
Franking Machine Postage books for Local, Inland and Foreign articles.
These books to be taken toe the 'WINDOW' Clerk of their local P.0. for
a careful check of the postage, then to stamp the respective original and
duplicate copies in each book, tear off the top page for Official Record

file, then return the books to the firm's MESSENEETrsS. Each Firm was
allotted a particular period of the morning or afternoon period of the
P.0's 'Business Hours' for attending at the 'Window'. The letters were

then sent to the Postal Depts. to be date-stamped for Town Delivery, Inland
or Foreign despatch as the case may be.

As far as the P.0O. Dept. was concerned, the 1922 machines laid a
heavy burden on its staff as regards stamping each item in the three diff-
erent departmental offices. When the Universal Franking Machines arrived,
the P.0. ordered the users of these new machines to make a special Postmark
Die, which must be of a different peometric design from that used by the
Post Office and must be with three compartments, the top to ineclude either
the name of the P.0. at which they present their franked correspondence, or
the name or initials of the Firm. The central compartment to be slotted
for the 'date type' and the lower for the P.0. Licence No. (see C & D in
the above illustration). The wusual magenta (red) ink to be used for
the postage frank but the date-stamp to be used in black ink and to be
applied carefully on the left of the frank by means of an evenly inked pad
with Stephens' Black Ink. Thus the burden of stamping was now on the Firms
and not on the Post Office.

These Universal Franking Machines began to be widely used both by
private and official organisations wuntil the arrival in 1928 (it was
in 1924 that the first Rules and Regulatiens on Franking Machine postage
came into being, which are now embodied in this article) of the 'NEO-POST'
machine, imported from Germany, which was much advanced in its use for it
combined both the dated postmark and the postage frank in the same magenta
(red) ink. These machines were, however, quite expensive to buy or
hire, but those who could afford them used them, whereas the others con-
tinued with their old Universal machines.

What I may have omitted about the Post Office's attitude concerning
the Universal and Neo-Post machines will be better understood from the
P.0's own Rules and Regulations, which remained in force from 1922 to 1947,
which are now reproduced.
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Obap. 1]

30. Machine-franked articles.—(1) Postage on tnl articlea (both
official and private) may, under o license jesued the Head of the
Circle, be paid by means of impressions of franking machines, which
will be of a bright red colour and be made as far ms possible on the
right-hand top corner of the address sida of the pestal article itself or
un adrress wrapper or an address label firmly attached to it. The franks
recorded by esch machine will bear an [mpression or impressions abow-
iog the amonnt of postage with the pumber of the machine in the
eentre, a8 in the specimens givon balow —
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The illnstrations are not exhaustive and licensces may arrange with
the agents of franking machines for any anne or denominations.
The Mo, in the centre denoting- the No. of the machine is different for

ench maochine osed.

Alongside the fronk, there is o dole-stemp impression showing the
nome of the office of mtlnﬁ apd the date, ns well ag the [dentificativn
mark of the licansse end the license Mo, proceded by the index letler
of the Circle. A specimen of the date-stamp impression i reproduced

balowx :—
" WRITERS BUILDING ™

I5X24
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In special cases, the impression of the date-stamp will be ap ghown
(below, It should be noticed that ju these cases the letters TL preceded
by the index letter of the Circle and followed by a Xo. nppear in the

jplnu ol the license No.
/ N

9.X11.23
CcT .

{2y Machine-franked arlicles must be baoded in by a representutive
of the licensee over ibe counter at apy post office. Kach consizmcent
must be accompanied by o window ticket for the ideutification of the
licensee's servant. Tlhe postmoster of the ofice of posting is rezponaible
for seeing ibat the orticles bove been franked in the prescribed mannes
&nd that systematic uonderpayioent is noi going on.

{3) The impressions of the franking machines recorded oo [E::]ﬂ
articles should Dol be interfered with in any way. The article d
be impressed with the date-stamp of the office of posting to indicate
the date on whicli the article is metually posted, but in sech s manner,
g8 not to interfere in any way with the impresgions of the frawmki
machine. If the franking impressions on articles indicate the
origin and the date of posting ot the post office, it iz mot compuleory
to stamp such articles, except in the cnse of a registered or insured
article bearing date-stamp impressions of a previous date. Moreover,
the application of the stamp is not required on unregistered nrticles sent,
st & redoced rate of posiage (printed papers, etc.) provided that the
place of origin is indicated oo the articles. The fronks passed by the
offices of posting should pot be challenged by anv other office, but the
officeg of delivery must corefully check the postage paid on machine-
frunked eriicles and if any underpayment is noticed, take action in the
ordinary manner. - . |

MISCELLANEODS RULES.

{ﬂp.]igmhi?e-iuﬂ?d articles posted in letter-boxes should be treated
Es un articles. Unregistared articles bearing impressions of s
vioue date should pot also be accepted nor should cub-out i.mprmn.#
posted on & postal article be recognised in payment of postage.

(>} Tha following are th i i i f the Neo-P
Provking Hﬂcﬁllﬂf-‘i- & specimen impresaions o o Neo-Fost
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An advertisemont may also appesr alongside the date-stamp impres-

gion provided that :—
(1) it is firet approved by the Head of the Circle in which the
machine is used, : :
{2} it relates solely to the business or profession of the licensea,
{8) it is quite separate from the impressions of the identification
marks, license number and the date-stamp and postmark,
{4} it is confined to the top left-hand corper of the envelopa,
card, packet or parcel, sad
(5} the cost of cotting the die is met by the licenses.

_81. Accounts with licensees of franking machines.—(1) An sccount
will be maintained in the prescribed record book in duplicate with sach
licensee of a franking machine and payments will be made by him on
account of postage or charges on State telagrams, in accordance with
the procedure laid down in the Posts and Telegraphs Initicl Acocount
Code, Volume I. ;

(2) The invigible meter of the franking machine will be set to tha
figurs representing the imitial payments made by the lcenses, by the -
suppliers under the supervision of an official of the local head office
and be gealed with a post office seal, At intervale of pot mors than
cna menth, the official of the post office concerned ghould visit the
licensee to ingpect the machine and if required will reset it with further
amount paid. In the latter case, the original seal in the machine must
be broken and after resetiing, m fresh seal shonld be afized. The
amount paid and other particulars should be entered in the copies of the
record book kept by the licensee and the post offica, as preseribed in the
Code referred to in the ing paragraph, An account should be pre-
pared in form Ms-10 which, after the sccountant has signed the eertifi-
cate, should be placed in separate files for each machine. The licenses's
copy should be nuthenticated by the inspecting post office official and the
post office copy ghonld be checked after each wisit by *he postmaster. .

|  Payment other than us should be discowraged. If payment
\is made in cash, the uﬁcihﬁm[::q' the machine will obtain r.hl:."sigm,
‘fure of o responeible officer aof firm using the machine in the
'Remarks’ eolomn of the post office of the meter register book,
and the treasurer of the post office when crediting the amount in the
sccounts of the post office will see that this has been done.

It in further prescribed that & postal official other than the one wheo
tesst the machines should cirry out & randem inspection of the franking
machines, and see that the meter readings found on that day are in
order as compared with thoss noted st the time W resatting.
He will alao note in the meter books, the meter inge as found by
him, and report to the postmaster immedistely in the event of any
irreguiarity being noticed.

Homm L—Tha office seal for sonliog frankk nchin b b oept by the post-
.—Iﬂnhh"r:::‘llm;, hmt-hm?ldwmh:ﬁlﬁuumfm%
|-onder written receipt ta the offcial to rod resst franking machine
.amd this official will be held pe respoceible fer ila safe cosody aoder lock
and key whan oot in oee by him ¥ and uwotl it e retoroed to the postmastier.

which i= wsed for prevent the um
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Not being a collector, I have no
idea up to what year the Universal
Franking Machines were used, or any of
the Licensee's numbers. WNor do I know
whether these machines were used else-
where other than Calcutta. The
Neo-Post machines were widely used
by both private and official organis-
ations in the other principal towns
of India between 1928 and 1947, and,
thanks to ISC member Frau Schneider-
Filchner of Frankfurt, West Germany,
we have information that one Neo-Post
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machine was used by PRISONER OF WAR CAMP 24, located at Clement Town,
Dehra Dun during World War II, as illustrated above and dated 16 III 43.

What may appear to be the latest use of the Neo-Post machine is
on the 'ON HIS MAJESTY'S SERVICE' postcard, postmarked 30 V 47, before the
"British-India' expr2ssion ceased to exist from l4 August 194? and used

by the Licensee's ofiice, namely the Accountant General Bengal, Calcutta,
Ne. A.G.B. C-327.

This postal history of the Franking Machine Posts of British
India was made possible and quickly put together between 15 March and

15 April 1986 by three Collector members and one Researcher of the India
Study Circle, through unity and co-operation.
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